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Wasteful Talent: Eliminating Entertainment Waste and Enhancing Experience

A portrayal of the scene presented in the introduction: The Next Day.

Alexandra Sottile
Fordham University
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Abstract
This senior thesis dives into the world of waste within the entertainment industry, looking at how
it is managed on a large scale. Chapter 1 defines how the entertainment industry is largely
contributing to landfill pollution and will discuss what types of pollution cause the greatest harm,
where it comes from, and how short the lifespan of a product is. Chapter 2 contains historical
studies focused on the environmental impacts of festivals, sporting events, and the Olympic
games. I detail the history of the entertainment industry dating back to early Roman times and
connect the environmental history within the entertainment world to the present day, analyzing
how it has evolved. Chapter 3 discusses the benefits of sustainable practices incorporated in
these events and touches upon the business of sustainable management. The chapter uncovers the
hidden costs that accompany entertainment events and focusing on the Olympic games, the
chapter reveals how citizens can become financially tied up in the process. Chapter 4 lays out the
social and psychological benefits of entertainment events, expressing how sustainability will
work to enhance such benefits. Results displayed that more people felt less stressed in a natural
environment and that sustainability is easier to comply to when the venue supports it. Chapter 5
showcases how effective tactics such as minimalism, green design, and zero waste prove to be
successful when applied to venues and businesses. This is possible through partnering with
companies like Terracycle, Clean Vibes, Rush2Recyle and more. Different solutions of waste
management styles are touched upon, highlighting how the surrounding environment in these
areas can be protected as it provides ecological benefits to society and human well-being.

Keywords: media events, zero waste, landfill pollution, sustainable management, green
infrastructure, green design, energy saving, minimalism
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Introduction: The Next Day
An open field lays quiet just before the sun rises. If you look closely, there is grass that
was once healthy, but is now pressed so far into the earth that it is barely visible. The soil, lifted
out of place by a wide array of footwear and dragged every which way, covers these very same
horizontal blades of grass. As far as the eyes can see is a sea of trash, disregarded single use
forks, water bottles, blankets, and tents. These too, cover the grass that was once alive, but is
now lifeless. Everything is still, yet it feels like you’re walking about the ruins of a war. The
silence is almost eerie, as this very same field was bursting with life from people who were
happy, just yesterday. If it was such a joyous event, then why does it now feel so empty and
broken?
Many people tend to forget about what happens after the winning run has been scored, or
the encore performance has ended. All the single use containers used for food, drinks, and even
merchandise contribute to this widespread pollution in the entertainment industry. People
wouldn’t think that traveling to and from these events, especially if you are coming from far
away, amounts for massive environmental footprints and heightened carbon emissions. The
performers and teams are also responsible for travel pollution as they too, come from different
areas in order to bring communities and cities joy. Events like these do not have to end, rather
they must modernize to reduce their impact. This is possible. There are ways to mitigate these
emissions, transform single use items, and make the event something to be happy about, and less
sad when it’s over for the individual and the environment. I will be incorporating professional
case studies on event spaces that have attempted, as well as those who have succeeded, in
managing their waste in a sustainably and effectively. By moving toward zero waste solutions,
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entertainment industries can continue to provide a multitude of services, while working toward
invoking innovation and change in the process.
My approach to solving the issue of waste within the entertainment industry, focusing on
festivals and sporting arenas, is to efficiently implement a new modern management system that
aids in the elimination of waste and simultaneously enhances experience. My chapter plan begins
at the bottom of the waste problem and works its way up to effective and efficient sustainable
waste management tactics. Chapter one details the waste crisis, how it is problematic, and how it
is difficult to quantify and manage at large entertainment events. Chapter two will touch upon the
history of sporting events and festivals, focusing on how the events were managed and if it was
done in a sustainable manner. In this chapter, I highlight how the management systems have
transformed over time and how they can continually evolve as time goes on. Chapter 3 dives into
the economic benefits of making festivals and sporting events more sustainable. This chapter
discusses how marketing and a few other business applications are present within the sustainable
management framework. Chapter 4 opens the topic of how green sporting events and festivals
will benefit humans mentally and physically. This touches upon the area of psychology, and the
ecological benefits that the natural world provides. Chapter 5 provides solutions to questions
raised throughout my thesis, sourced from the templates that organizations in the waste
management space are using today and looks to see where they can go from there. The last
chapter is the conclusion that connects previous chapters and sets up a management plan that will
effectively implement sustainable practices and aid in reducing entertainment waste. In doing
this no talent will be wasted and our environment will benefit, as will society.

Sottile 7
Chapter 1. Starting at the Bottom and Subtracting to Zero

Festivals and Sporting events tend to draw in large crowds of people from diverse
backgrounds. With these massive groups of people, come massive amounts of waste in many
different forms. Single use plastic is one of the major forms of waste that is almost always
present at large-scale entertainment events, as it is widely available and convenient to use. Single
use plastics are used for beverages served, to forks used, and rain ponchos sold. This one product
that takes multiple decades to breakdown, is usually used for the life span of either less than 5
minutes to an hour at most. It is a product that is then, recycled if possible, and if not, sent to a
landfill to take up space for the next 800 years. Plastics are often viewed as the material of
choice for most types of packaging, especially food packaging. This is due to the lightweight
quality, microwaveable, durable, and resistant to breakage.1 It is typical for festivals and large
entertainment events to gravitate toward these kinds of packaged items, selling them at
concession stands and visiting venders. Since there are over thousands of people who attend such
large-scale entertainment events, there usually is an increase of items brought into the venue to
be sold, used for a short amount of time, and then mindlessly left behind. Most plastic packaging
materials have a life span of less than a year, and after it is used, it is immediately discarded. It
then enters the waste stream, with each pound of plastic producing just under a pound of waste.2
Plastics tend to be referred to by volume and not by weight because the material is light in
comparison to its volume and tends to occupy more space.3 Single use plastics are a main

Nancy Wolf and Ellen Feldman, Plastics: America’s Packaging Dilemma (Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 1990),
3.
2
Ibid, 1
3
Ibid, 1
1
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contributor to large-scale entertainment waste and they are one of the infinite reasons as to why
our ecosystems are suffering.
How can we sum up the destruction caused by human generated waste? The Millennium
Ecosystem Assessment, in effect from 2001 to 2005 is a method of measurement as it assesses
the consequences of ecosystem change and how it affects human well-being. This assessment
was established to set a scientific basis for actions needed to enhance the sustainable use of
ecosystems, as well as protecting nature’s contributions to human well-being.4 The assessment
connects the ecosystems and human well-being to create a common ground that affects both the
nonliving environment and the biotic presence through the plants, animals, and microorganisms.5
Together they are a functional unit. The importance of a cohesive and circular system is present
in the natural world and since nature is one of humanity’s greatest educators, society should be
modeled in similar ways.
Ecosystem services are the benefits that individuals gain from the surrounding natural
environment.6 These benefits are labeled as “provisioning services” such as food, water, timber
and fiber, “Regulating services” affecting the climate, floods, diseases, wastes, and water quality,
and “Cultural” services” that work to provide recreational, aesthetic, and spiritual benefits.”7
“Supporting services” like soil formation, photosynthesis, and nutrient recycling are also key
elements natural systems provide as ecological benefits to humans.8 These services are crucial to
humanity’s continued existence, but the waste crisis poses a threat to such functional systems.
The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment “examines how changes in ecosystem services influence

4

Tyler G. Miller and Scott Spoolman. Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections, and
Solutions, 17th ed. (Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole Publishing, 2011), v-24.
5
Ibid, 4.
6
Ibid, 4.
7
Ibid, 4.
8
Ibid, 4.
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human well-being.” 9 Human well-being is defined as “the basic material for a good life (secure
and adequate livelihoods, enough food at all times, shelter, clothing, and access to goods) (Miller
2011). This also includes overall health, feeling well, by having a healthy physical environment,
clean air, access to clean water, good social relations, social cohesion, mutual respect, and the
ability to help others and provide for the children of the future (Miller 2011). The security,
including secure access to natural and other resources, personal safety, and security from natural
and human-made disasters is also an integral part of human well-being, as it is “freedom of
choice and action” (Miller 2011). All these qualities band together to make up the human
persona and embody the ideals we seek to obtain in our lives.
The conceptual framework for the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment states that people
are integral parts of ecosystems and that a dynamic interaction exists between them and other
parts of ecosystems. Within this framework, the changing human condition drives (both directly
and indirectly) the changes in ecosystems and thereby causes changes in human well-being.10 So
how is this important to large-scale entertainment waste? These ideas correlate to this thesis
because it is necessary to show how human behavior is consequential and human actions have
immense impacts on the environment. It is important to acknowledge how these changes come
back in a circle to impact humanity in adverse ways. Environmental crises like natural hazards,
disasters, the spread of diseases due to unsanitary conditions, the loss of biodiversity in old
growth forests, loss of habitats, and degradation of self-serving ecosystems, are traced back to
different forms of human behavior. Change is not only necessary, but crucial in regards to
healing the environment. By starting with eliminating waste from entertainment events, society
will be able to contribute to improving both environmental well-being as well as human well-

9

Ibid, 4.
Miller and Spoolman, Living in the Environment, v-24.

10

Sottile 10
being. It will not only improve our overall quality of living, but also enhance our experiences at
these events. The loss of biodiversity in oceans because of plastic pollution, the death of coral
reefs as a result to losing the very same aquatic biodiversity, and the incremental spike in the
warming of the planet are all consequences of human actions. By turning away from single use
plastics and inefficient waste management, and turning toward more sustainable and clean
energy sources, there is hope to change this dark narrative.
Society does not mean to be intentionally wasteful, but it has become an inherent and
unavoidable feature of human society in all factors of living.11 Within the entertainment industry
waste tends to accumulate through activities that involve consumption of a variety of foods and
drinks, as well as various kinds of merchandise. No matter what kind of food that is sold and
bought, there will inevitably be waste from something small like a candy bar that has a nonrecyclable wrapper to the packaging plastics that vendors use to transport food to the event. The
issue is figuring out what is the best way to deal with specific hard to recycle waste produced.
Waste cannot be avoided, but what then happens to it?
Since the 2000s, there has been widespread improvements in recycling municipal waste
in North America and programs are still adapting to accommodate higher levels of future
waste.12 Some of the waste that cannot be recycled is typically incinerated, but this raises
concerns about high levels of chemical emissions that are released into the air. In addition, the
waste that remains after incineration and rejected from recycling plants end up being sent to
landfills. Known as the final resting spots for waste, landfills act as a destination or burial ground
for all kinds of rejected wastes that humanity generates at every event large and small. Humanity

11

Hans Y. Tammemagi, The Waste Crisis: Landfills, Incinerators, and the Search for a Sustainable Future. (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 4.
12
Ibid, 11.
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has accepted landfills as the proper way to deal with managing waste, as societies have been
reliant on landfills since the 1930s. 13 The issue with these designated areas is that they are major
producers of methane gas emissions, as well as allowing hazardous leachate to seep into the
water tables. This substance has been known to destroy marine ecosystems as well as
contaminate drinking water in local communities. Landfills occupy valuable land space and once
it reaches a certain capacity, it will no longer be able to accept waste drop-offs. There has been a
growing realization that our world has a finite amount of resources and our heavy extraction of
such resources places a considerable amount of stress on our living environment.14
The population is currently surpassing 7 billion and is projected to double in the next 20
years.

13
14

Ibid, 11.
Tammemagi, The Waste Crisis, 3.
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Figure 1. UN World Population data forecasts that world population will rise to 9.3 billion in 2050 and surpass 10
billion by the end of this century. 15

The issue of overpopulation is a large factor contributing to the waste crisis because when there
are more people present, more resources are needed and more waste is produced. In the case of
the 2008 Beijing Olympics, 6.5 million tickets were sold, as was a similar situation in the case of
Rio 2016.16 These games generated over 32 million pounds of waste each. A large festival, like

15

Appendix, Figure 1.
“Olympic Summer Games Share of Tickets Sold 1984-2016 | Statistic,” Statista, Accessed May 5, 2019,
https://www.statista.com/statistics/199946/tickets-sold-in-percent-at-the-olympic-summer-games-since-1984/.
16
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the Governors Island Ball, attracted about 150,000 participants in 2016. 17 A waste management
organization known as Clean Vibes established a presence at the 2016 Gov Ball festival and
successfully recycled over 184,820 pounds of waste. 18 This means that 65% of the total waste
produced at the event was diverted from landfill. This isn’t hard to believe as the amount of
waste typically generated by one person on a daily basis is almost 5 pounds. Therefore, it is not
difficult to see the problem that is associated with attracting massive crowds to certain locations
and inevitably generating an influx of waste. For these reasons, there needs to be tangible change
in the way that waste is viewed and managed to conserve our environment, provide for
generations to come, and maintain the benefits that it provides humanity on a daily basis.
Social, economic, and cultural factors in society have the ability to alter the human
condition, and in a similar way natural forces within living environments influence ecosystems.
The common notion that must be accounted for is the human tendency to take in to consideration
the intrinsic value of something in and for itself, irrespective of its utility or someone else.19 This
notion showcases that it is not only necessary to protect and preserve the environment, making
sure human actions do not negatively intervene with the natural life cycle, but important to do so
because of the beauty and aesthetic pleasure that it can and does provide. Festivals can have a
large impact on the aesthetics of an area of land as it is known to cause a devastating impact on
fields and neighboring waterways. This occurs because items that would normally be recycled or
sent to landfill sometimes are left behind and can end up rolling into a nearby sewer or river that
drains into a larger body of water, like the ocean. Once waste enters the ocean it can have a

“Governors Ball: Attendance 2016 | Statistic,” Statista, Accessed May 5, 2019,
https://www.statista.com/statistics/441691/number-of-attendees-at-the-governors-ball-music-festival-us/.
18
“Clean Vibes, LLC - Waste Diversion, Recycling, and Cleanup Services for Festivals and Events,” Clean Vibes,
Accessed May 10, 2019, https://www.cleanvibes.com/index.cfm/cv-news/65-diversion-at-gov-ball/.
19
Ibid, 4.
17
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negative impact on aquatic animals, mistaking it as a food option, as well as posing a threat to
habitats for animals. To alter societal living patterns and management systems, there must be
information on all fronts: the private sector, public scientific literature, as well as relevant peerreviewed data sets and models. By looking at the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment we can use
the knowledge held by the private sector, practitioners, scientists, researchers, local communities
and indigenous peoples in order to add shared value to existing information by collating,
evaluating, summarizing, and communicating in a useful form.20 Without a unified body of
people actively working to make change, nothing will be accomplished.

Chapter 2. Sourcing the Stench: History of Entertainment Industry

The concept of entertainment is diverse and complex in nature, so it is difficult to state
the official conception of the first form. Around 570 BC the study of philosophy, or “love of
wisdom,” emerged and brought a new era of thinking into existence. Most likely coined by
Pythagoras, the term philosophy became a staple of common Greek culture and society. This
form of entertainment, if it can even be categorized as such, was largely discussion based and
focused on both intimate and public gatherings. The amount of waste generated was largely
insignificant because of low population levels and low societal levels of exploitation of natural
resources.21 Major forms of waste produced in such events were largely centered on organic
matter such as food waste, which was then returned to the earth with little to no negative affect.

20

Miller and Spoolman, Living in the Environment, v-24.
“Waste Management,” Wikipedia, Last modified December 4, 2018,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waste_management.
21
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Figure 2: Philosophical ideas are being described in a public forum setting.22

Moving on to 750 BC, the rise of the Roman Empire expanded the idea of entertainment
and established the basis for how the concept exists today. The Roman era played a large role in
defining entertainment and establishing the first early entertainment events. The Colosseum, also
known as the Flavian Amphitheatre, can be considered one of the earliest venues in
entertainment history. It is the arena that was used to host a variety of entertainment events
during the Roman era, such as gladiatorial contests, public spectacles, animal hunts, executions,
reenactments of famous battles, and mythological dramas.23

22
23

Appendix, Figure 2.
“Colosseum,” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, May 7, 2019, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colosseum.
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Figure 3: Artist’s depiction of a public spectacle executing a Christian.24

The Colosseum is one of the largest amphitheatres ever to be built, first constructed
around 70-80AD. This venue was able to hold 50,000 to 80,000 spectators, averaging about
65,000 people per event.25 While these events were large in scope, the amount of waste
generated was still largely insignificant in comparison to today’s measures. Consisting of mainly
ashes and human biodegradable waste, trash was commonly released back into the ground
locally with minimal environmental impact.26
Fast forwarding into the early 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries the entertainment world
significantly changed. Society was now celebrating new forms of art such as music, sports, as
well as sticking to the Roman roots with physical competitions testing strength and endurance.

24

Appendix, Figure 3.
Ibid, 23.
26
Gary Liss. “What is Zero Waste?” (Loomis, CA: Gary Liss and Associates, 1997), 1-2.
25
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This shift began to redefine the entertainment industry. While the industry was developing,
personal lives and common standards of living were also changing. Since a large portion of the
population was considered to either be poor or consisting of middle class individuals, many were
struggling financially and because of this they made sure to invest in products that would last.
These products typically consisted of wood or metal, were used or passed down through
generations, and seen as valuable goods because of their long life span. As we moved into the
mid 19th, 20th and 21st centuries there was again a shift in the way individuals lived and
celebrated. Industrialization helped individuals become wealthy, the economy was for the most
part booming, and there was a shared desire to have more children as lifestyles became more
secure. In the modern era, industrialization and sustained urban growth equaled a larger
population and as a result, waste began to build in cities. The massive growth of waste within
urban cities brought about numerous sanitation issues.27 As individuals began to make more
money than their past ancestors, they started to purchase convenience items, known as single
use. This shift toward a single use culture is the root of entertainment waste issues and it has only
gotten more complex over time.
Waste has always been connected to the idea of uselessness or loss, having a dirty or
repulsive nature. It is often looked at as empty or desolate, ruined and neglected. This notion
stems from the societies that utilized resources, and produced waste due to their relationship with
the environment. From the start of the Roman era, there were many factors that lead to
unsanitary conditions. The Romans largely based their city on an aqueduct plumbing system, that
was essentially based on the concept of gravity. This meant most of their waste was collected in

27

Ibid, 26.
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certain areas and often left to fester. These systems and designs were considered state of the arch
at that time and were still actively used until the early 19th century.
In the 1960’s the environment became the receptacle for waste. Throughout the 60’s and
70’s there was a growing concern for limits of the planet and criticism of the industrial city.
People were just starting to voice how the environment was being degraded. Waste was viewed
as an aberration of consumer society. Multiple sanitary accidents, like cholera and the rise of
skin diseases as a reaction to unsanitary conditions, started to affect people by harming their
families. In addition to urban cities troubles, the developing world or poor countries were also to
suffering. The production and consumption of developed countries affected (and still affects)
third world countries as many resources were extracted from their lands as well as the labor used
to create cheap single-use products.28 Issues of production can also be linked to other developed
nations such as sourcing cheaper materials and labor to produce specific items from China.
Waste management was brought to the forefront of concern around the time of 1960 and
started to tackle the issues that were plaguing society. Waste disposal is an act required to
manage waste from inception to its final disposal. This includes collection, treatment, and
disposal of waste together with monitoring and regulation. This system was created to be the
legal and regulatory framework that relates to waste management encompassing guidance on
recycling. It tackles any form of waste: solid, liquid, and gas. These three forms are the treated
with different disposal methods. Solid waste can include garbage and sludge from wastewater
and water supply.29 Furthermore, these forms were categorized into more specific areas such as

Sabine Barnes, “History of Waste Management and the Social and Cultural Representations Of Waste,”
Laboratoire Techniques Territoires Sociétés, Institut Français d’Urbanisme, France: Encyclopedia of Life Support
Systems (EOLSS), (October 2014): 2-9.
29
“Waste Management in the United States-Statistics and Facts,” Statista: The Statistic Portal, 2018.
28
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industrial, biological, household, and special cases where it poses a threat to human health.
Management is meant to reduce adverse effects on health, environment, or aesthetics although
practices are not uniform among countries.30 The western region within the United States has the
highest number of landfills in the country.31 Working on cutting down waste generation and
focusing efforts on waste recovery is a main priority for many countries.32 It is important to look
at the life cycle of a product in order to manage waste efficiently. In 1976, the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) was established and this helped make waste
management more efficient. This act provided new regulations and standards on how land was
used and how materials were managed with both the concern for human life and conservation of
the environment in mind.
Since the 2000s, there has been widespread improvements in recycling municipal waste
in the United States and programs are still changing to effectively manage higher levels of future
waste (Tammemagi, 4). Some of the waste that cannot be recycled is typically incinerated, but
this raises concerns about high levels of chemical emissions that are released into the air. In
addition, the waste that remains after incineration and rejected from recycling plants end up
being sent to landfills. Known as the final resting spots for waste, landfills act as a destination or
burial ground for all kinds of rejected waste. Humanity has accepted landfills as the proper way
to deal with managing waste, as societies have been reliant on landfills since the 1930s
(Tammemagi, 4). The issue with these designated areas is that they are major producers of
methane gas emissions, as well as allowing hazardous leachate to seep into the water tables
(Tammemagi, 4). This substance has been known to destroy marine ecosystems as well as

“Waste Management,” Wikipedia, Last modified December 4, 2018.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waste_management
31
Ibid, 30.
32
Ibid, 30.
30
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contaminate drinking water in local communities. Landfills are occupying valuable space and
once it reaches a certain capacity, it can no longer accept waste drop-offs. There has been a
growing realization that our world has a finite amount of resources and our heavy extraction of
such resources places a considerable amount of stress on our living environment (Tammemagi,
4).
Prior to the 19th century, sustainability was not the primary concern of the Olympics. 33
In 1896 the Olympics was primarily seen as a way for countries to compete against one another,
a safer alternative to war. At the start, refuse was not a concern as the cities who hosted would
see a sharp increase in the garbage heading to landfill and unseeingly had no problem with this.
In 1984, the Olympic Games in Los Angeles, USA, produced 6.5 million pounds of trash in only
22 days. That is about six pounds per person and was said to be twice as much as the average
American in 1984 amassing 3.6 pounds34. Throughout the 1990s, many hosting countries
became more aware of where their trash was going with the 1994, 1996, and 1998 games hosted
by Norway, USA, and Japan all working to divert waste via compost.35 In 1993 Sydney, won the
battle to host the 2000 Olympic games because they composed a 25 page document that was
titled “The Environmental Guidelines for a Summer Olympic Games,” and outlined
commitments, as well as a plan for efficient and sustainable waste management programing.36 It
was known as the “green games,” for its valiant efforts. The 2012 London Olympics has more
recently taken the title from the 2000 Sydney hosting games because of their focus on
environmental sustainability. These games completed goals of reusing 90% of demolition waste

Elaine Halchin and John W. Rollins, “The 2016 Olympic Games: Health, Security, Environmental, and Doping
Issues,” Congressional Research Service, August 8, 2016.
34 Statista, “Waste Management.”
35 Ibid, 34.
36 Ibid, 34.
33
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and sending zero waste to the landfill. The preparation for the games included building facilities
with sustainably sourced or recycled materials such as the “Copper Box”, constructed with
recycled copper. London also was titled with the notion of being the first host ever to measure
their carbon footprint throughout the project.37 The London 2012 games saved 400,000 tons of
carbon dioxide, as well as saving 99% of waste from building and decommissioning venues.
They were awarded at the sixth international sports events management awards.38
In 2013, Rio de Janeiro hosted the Olympic games and introduced their own
sustainability management that outlined areas in transport, environmental conservation, and
waste management. One major concern that would have to be addressed was the waterways in
Rio. To host the 2016 games, they had to pledge 7 years prior to remove 80% of the sewage
contamination from local bodies of water by 2016.39 At the time it was still heavily polluted with
14 million to 1.7 billion parts per liter of pollution.40 They were working on still making it a
reality even after the games were held. The only question is how can this be done in a safe and
effective way?
The fact of the matter is societies have always produced waste and most likely will
continue to produce some form of it until systems are rewired in such a way that allows for waste
to be reintroduced into our environment in a safe and non-polluting way. The current system in
society produces waste at an alarming rate and because of this the world is having trouble
keeping up addressing and managing the issues. If largescale change isn’t implemented within

37

Ibid, 34.
Ibid, 34.
39 Statista, “Waste Management.”
40 Ibid, 39.
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the next couple of years, the waste that the entertainment industry produces will be the least of
the world’s problems, as it only scratches the surface of the waste crisis.

Chapter 3. Financial Footing: Sustainable Business and Environmental Economics

When thinking of making your event or organization more sustainable, many groups
decide that this may not be as feasible as they would hope. Sustainability tends to be associated
with a higher cost of management in many cases and this spike in finances is one of the fears that
prevent movement toward incorporating sustainability on all fronts. In the case of the Olympic
games, the economic impact of hosting tends to be less positive than anticipated. Most cities tend
to think that hosting the Olympics will bring financial profit and increased economic gains.
While this is true, these cities tend to forget about the long-term effects of hosting the Olympic
games. Most cities end up falling in massive debt after hosting the games and it is said that cities
without necessary existing infrastructure may be better off not bidding to host.41 This disrupts the
daily lives of the natives of that area and causes new problems that they are left to deal with. The
submittal process alone of a bid to the international Olympic committee (IOC) to host the games
costs millions of dollars.42 In 2016, Tokyo lost one hundred and fifty million on its bid and
almost seventy-five million on its 2020 bid.43 After the winning the bid for the games, the
selected city must now prepare to actually host, which is an even greater cost. These hosting
cities are known to typically spend $50-$100 million in fees for event organizers, consultants,
specialists, and travel.44 In 2012, London paid $14.6 billion for hosting the Olympics and

41

Jennifer Wills, "The Economic Impact of Hosting the Olympics," Investopedia, October 01, 2018.
Ibid, 41.
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Ibid, 41.
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Ibid, 41.
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Paralympics.45 Almost 4.4 billion of London’s cost, came directly from taxpayers.46 This is
problematic because many taxpayers may not want their dollars to be going toward such an
event, especially if they feel that there is more important issues to tackle whether that be
transportation improvements, retrofitting of decaying buildings, or environmental restoration and
rehabilitation. In the 2008 Beijing Olympic games, 42 billion dollars were spent.47 Sydney paid
$4.6 billion in 2000 to host the Olympics and taxpayers paid 11.4 million to contribute to that
cost.48 Athens spent fifteen billion hosting the 2004 games.49 In this specific case, the cost was so
high that all taxpayers in Athens will continue to be assessed payments of approximately
$56,635 annually until the debt is paid in full.50 This kind of plan to take care of the debt caused
by the Olympics affects all people within Athens and has a negative impact on personal
livelihoods. It is evident that a large quantity of Olympic funding comes from the general public,
taxpayers of that specific city. This is troublesome for areas that are more underdeveloped and
could utilize that funding elsewhere to improve infrastructure, as well as public spaces and
goods.
Typically, when a city wins a bid for hosting the Olympics the city will add roads, build
or improve airports, and construct rail lines in order to accommodate the incoming flow of
athletes and spectators.51 The Olympic village construction includes housing for the athletes and
around 40,000 available hotel rooms as well as specific facilities for the events must be created
or updated. This is a positive enhancement for the city, but in many cases it is left abandoned or
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under-utilized post-Olympic games. The infrastructure implementation or updating cost can be
totaled to 5 to 50 billion dollars.52
The Sochi winter Olympics of 2014 is a prime example of the abandonment of
infrastructure at the Olympic games. After the Sochi winter games ended, people began to shift
the focus onto the next Olympic games, in this case the 2016 Rio speculation.53 There was little
to no attention placed on what to do with the infrastructure built and used specifically for the
2014 Sochi Games. Since the population of Sochi is quite small, the buildings that were built for
the influx of spectators were unable to be filled by the local community, as they already had
enough space to live and work before the games. Now the buildings are largely vacant and
unused, sitting in their community.
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Figure 4: Abandoned Olympic Village in Sochi. Kelsey Campbell-Dollaghan, “Just Six Months After the
Olympics,” Gizmodo, Aug 25, 2014.54

A Russian photographer, Alexander Belenkiy, took photographs of the abandoned town.
It is said that Sochi is one of the many Olympic cities that are left in the abandoned state because
of the struggle with economic burdens of their investments in the games.55 Spending billions of
dollars for a single event is not sustainable because it has short term income for a specific venue
which is a poor investment. While this seems to be the narrative for many Olympic sites, there
are some cities that do a better job at sustaining the built environment and using it to their
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advantage.

Figure 5: Abandoned Streets in Sochi. Kelsey Campbell-Dollaghan, “Just Six Months After the Olympics,”
Gizmodo, Aug 25, 2014.56

In contrast to this event in Sochi, London’s Olympic park from the 2012 games still is
utilized to its full potential, years after the games. Originally, the international Olympic
committee had selected London for the games, in hopes to boost development in one of the
poorer sections of east London. Due to this, they were unable to spend billions of dollars on
frivolous single use infrastructure.57 The built environment that was constructed and used for the
2012 games, has since been transformed into a public park. Now, seven years after the Games,
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Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park has sparked an increase in social capital and stands as an
example of successful, sustainable implementation.
The changes that the London 2012 Olympic park went through included replacing the
industrial land with landscape green cover, as well as restoring rivers and canals that were
derelict, now dot with tour boats and paddle boats.58 The Olympic Stadium has been put to use as
the home of West Ham United, attracting criticism from fans along the way.59 The ArcelorMittal
Orbit, a red Anish Kapoor art installment writhing into the sky includes a slide that visitors of all
ages can use to plunge down the silver corkscrew winding around the sculpture.
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Figure 6: London Sustainability Slide increases Tourism and Art lovers. Amie Tsang, “In London, Olympic Park’s
Legacy is Sustainability,” New York Times, Oct. 9, 2018.60

London’s ability to transform its Olympic area had other host cities intrigued and interested in
generating economic success from their abandoned sites. Jeff Keas, an individual who worked on
the Games for Populous architecture firm, said that the solution was building less.61 Keas stated
that many event spaces such as volleyball and basketball area were sold off after the games, after
being held in a temporary venue.
With this newfound inspiration Paris is looking to take from London’s success as they
will be hosting the 2024 Olympics. Paris states that they will be working toward having only
three new permanent structures, keeping the Olympic swimming pool temporary and using the
additional funds that would normally go toward the installment of a permanent pool and utilizing
that funding toward building permanent community pools in parts of Paris that lack sports
facilities.62 Temporary infrastructure has its drawbacks as well. In London, temporary venues
allows the city to avoid longer-term expenses, but there are still high costs to taxpayers.63 The
company that owns the stadium loses about 20 million pounds a year.64 While this isn’t
altogether positive, if looked at on a larger scale it proves to be the right choice, from an
economic and environmental perspective.
Like London 2012, there have been other Olympic sites that have found a way to create
long term use with venues and arenas built specifically for the games.65 The Lysgardbakkene Ski

60

Appendix, Figure 6.
Jennifer Wills, "The Economic Impact of Hosting the Olympics," Investopedia, October 01, 2018.
62 Ibid, 61.
63 Ibid, 61.
64
Ibid, 61.
65
Megan Barber, “6 Olympic Venues with the Best Afterlives,” Curbed, February 22, 2018.
https://www.curbed.com/2018/2/22/17036724/olympic-venues-still-in-use-vancouver-salt-lake-sydney-atlanta.
61

Sottile 29
Jumping Arena from the 1994 Winter Olympics in Lillehammer hosts thousands of athletes each
year.

Figure 7: The ski jump in Lillehammer is used year-round.66

This small Norwegian town is one of the stories of success as most of the nearby venues built in
1994 are still used. In Barcelona, the 1992 Summer Olympic games created two miles of
beachfront with a modern marina.
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Figure 8: One of the many beachfronts created for the 1992 Summer Olympic games in Barcelona.67

This once desolate, industrial part of Spain, is now known as a popular tourist and vacationing
spot. Another example of a site transformation is the Centennial Olympic Park in Atlanta, born
out of the 1996 Summer games and now acts as a 21 acre downtown park that has everything
from festivals to a kid-friendly water fountain in the shape of the Olympic rings.68
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Figure 9: Kids playing in Atlanta’s Centennial Park in the summer.69

These examples of site transformations are not only sustainable because it is making use of the
built environment that was constructed and designated for only one specific event, but is now
adapted to a range of possibilities that the local communities can benefit from and enjoy. In some
cases, transforming the Olympic site spaces can even create new communities, that may have not
been present before. This is economically feasible as there is funding being spent, but then
working to retrofit the purchases in order to maximize the benefits and accrue capital of both
social and fiscal.

Chapter 4. Green Mind: Improving the Social Atmosphere
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Entertainment is typically defined as the act of being provided with enjoyment or
amusement. People attend concerts, sporting events, the Olympics, and festivals because they
want to have fun and create new experiences. Many people tend to have a specific team or
country that they root for in the Olympics, or any kind of sporting event, holding this passion
high. Patriotism, fanatics, call it what you many, people love to cheer for “their” team. Numerous
studies show that there are many mental health advantages to claiming a sports team.70
Individuals who rooted for a team or attended a large-scale event tended to feel less lonely and
more unified with others. While there are many benefits to engaging in a fandom, there are
studies that display a few negative aspects.
The negative aspects of engaging in fandom are commonly described as increases in
blood pressure of individuals during a game as well as testosterone decline after a loss. 71
Although these aspects of fandom are present, overall it is linked to higher levels of well-being
and social happiness. An individual feels less alienated when attending an event, as 95% of the
time they are accompanied by another individual. Sports psychology professor Daniel Wann of
Murray State University, researched the psychology of sporting events in his book, Sport Fans:
The Psychology and Social Impact of Spectators.72 He found that people tend to identify with
specific teams and when this was present, loneliness and feelings of alienation were lowered
significantly. It boils down to a sense of community that is attached to events, whether it be an
Olympic game, World Series, or three-day festival rave. Whatever the case, these events have the
power to affect individuals mentally and socially by lifting spirits and providing a purpose.
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People want to feel a sense of belongingness with a group of like-minded individuals and being a
part of the fan base of a team or rooting for one’s home country is a universal way to accomplish
this desire.73
At these events, spectators seem to develop their own language and ways of
communication, overall engaging with one another.74 This idea of being connected and unified
is seen in the behavior of the crowds, often displaying boisterous and chaotic behavioral
characteristics. These defining traits include, but are not limited to, vocal expressions, unison
stomping and clapping, as well as intergroup rivalry conflictions.75 Wann surveyed an array of
undergraduate student fans who differ in their allegiance to their home college team. His
research found that by measuring the levels of sports team’s identification and psychological
well-being, the results revealed that the more one identifies with a team, the less the individual
feels alienated and lonely (Wann 2001). It was also found that there were higher levels of
collective self-esteem and positive emotions present in those with a higher level of allegiance to
a specific team (Wann 2001). Many large-scale events such as festivals and sporting events, tend
to attract large crowds of diverse people. The venues that these events take place at tend to lead
one to interact with other spectators and fans due to their overall design and function (Wann
2001). Fans will even comment that games and specific events have a certain nostalgia or
emotional tie to either a childhood or past memory. This is seen in an array of spectators and
individuals around the globe.
A large majority of these events take place in arenas that are either outdoors entirely,
partially, or stationed inside. Major large-scale, popular, music festivals tend to be held outside
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during the warmer months of the year. Depending on the location and specific kind of sport,
many athletic events take place during certain seasons to be able to enjoy the outdoors, most
commonly seen in open arenas and stadiums. This is important to not only the spectator
experience, but also the athletic performance. By attending or participating in these events,
individuals are able to experience the benefits that the outdoors provides, whether that be manmade and curated green fields or natural fields for festival sites. Green spaces are commonly
known for being able to attenuate negative health impacts of stressful life events.76 These nature
infused spaces can provide a buffer against the negative health impact of stressful life events, or
possibly even the stress that comes alongside preparation for a World Series or Super bowl. By
having contact to nature in any capacity, humans are able to receive these benefits that positively
contribute to their well-being.
Looking for different ways to use environmental sustainability to one’s advantage, the
2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing took the identity of a “green Olympics,” pushing to host the
games in hopes of sparking an environmental cleanup and accruing additional health benefits as
a result for improving the area in preparation for the games. The main stadium constructed for
the games was designed as a bird’s nest to emulate a sense of the natural world, as well as being
strong enough to withstand an earthquake. 77 The features of the design are not only resilient, but
also sustainable as it is covered with a rainproof translucent membrane that allows sunlight into
the arena allowing grass to grow. 78 The structure also provides a clear sound barrier so that
broadcasts are distinctly heard and natural light and ventilation are equal throughout the arena.
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Figure 10: The 2008 Beijing Olympic Games Bird’s Nest Stadium.79

Beijing displayed that the Olympic games could become a catalyst for improving the
surrounding environment and generating sustainable development in the process.80
The transformation of more sustainable venues would have positive effects on spectators
and athletes because it would make all individuals, environmentally conscious or not, aware of
their actions and how those actions have the power to harm the natural provisioning world. The
cultural benefits that were discussed in chapter one in regards to how the natural world “works to
provide recreational, aesthetic, and spiritual benefits,” is important to highlight in this area
because when these benefits are noticed, overall experience is enhanced. 81 These benefits of

79

Appendix, Figure 10.
Jennifer Wills, "The Economic Impact of Hosting the Olympics," Investopedia, October 01, 2018.
81 Miller and Spoolman, Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections, and Solutions, 20.
80

Sottile 36
incorporating sustainability within venues would add to the overall experience and create a more
enjoyable show or game. In the case study of the Olympic games, it is evident that most host
cities are places that have polluted environments which have been neglected to the point where it
is dangerous for those who live there. Safeguarding the surrounding natural environment is a top
concern for environmental action when it comes to hosting entertainment events, due to the
safety of all patrons. Results displaying that more people felt less stressed and safe in a natural
environment displays how integral the natural world is to our well-being and how incorporating
it into events of entertainment will not only benefit patrons, but increase overall enjoyment.
Lastly, sustainability is easier to comply to when the venue supports it. It is much easier to
choose a reusable option when purchasing food items or merchandise, especially if it is
economically sound. An individual at a sporting event is more likely to pay two dollars for a soft
drink in a plastic or paper cup, rather than pay five dollars for the same beverage in a reusable
travel mug. Acknowledging this truth would help venues and event spaces explore more viable
options to reduce waste, and provide a higher quality experience. This way consumers can
celebrate and cheer on teams in an ethical, sustainable, and enjoyable manner, without having to
feel guilty when the winning run is scored and the last set is played.
A movement known, as the Zero Waste Movement, is an example of how
environmentalists and eco-conscious individuals are banning together to make tangible change
happen. Zero waste is basically a method of setting human accountability standards higher, going
beyond recycling by focusing on cutting the cord with landfills and planning to put an end to
wasting resources.82 Liss describes zero waste as a “a policy, a path...and a way of thinking, a
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vision.” 83 It is the 21st century and it is a new approach to add to our waste management system,
that operates by minimizing pollution, conserving resources, maximizing employment
opportunities, and spawning local economic self-reliance. Individuals can participate in the zero
waste movement on a personal level choosing to purchase in bulk, and refrain from purchasing
plastic packaged items. Working to implement zero waste tactics is a form of “sustainable
interaction with our natural world.” 84 This essentially means that our entertainment events can
continue to advance and expand, but doing so in a way that protects the environment and works
to make waste management a more circular process: giving back to the environment and not just
extracting from it. Zero waste does not solely operate on a personal level, but it can also extend
into the entertainment sphere in a variety of ways.
In the 2018 super bowl Minnesota Sports Facilities Authority collaborated with Aramark
and PepsiCo to attempt to host the first ever zero-waste Super Bowl. The aim was for 90% of the
waste, such as food containers and paper to either be recycled or composted. The non-recycled
plastics were then taken to a local waste-to-energy incinerators. Rush2Recycle was the waste
management operation for the game and the sponsoring companies hired around 200 local
students who served as project ambassadors at the NFL stadium. This is a great way to get the
local community involved in order to make efficient and positive change. These individuals from
the community acted as guides and monitors, telling people which bin was for which waste and
encouraging people to recycle properly and in return were paid for their work. The operations of
this zero-waste management task boiled down to proper infrastructure, signage, and education, as
well as personal encouragement and guidance. Paying the ambassadors and obtaining the sorting
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bins made up the bulk of the cost for the initiative, while cutting down on wasteful products
helped the venue to save money. This example is one way that the community can become
involved, as well as sparking new motives for people to obtain economic benefits. Overall the
success of the 2018 waste management of the super bowl recovered 63 of the 69 tons of game
day waste through recycling, donations, reusing 62%, and composting 29%.85 While this is a
promising start, the NFL (as well as other areas within the entertainment world) has a lot more to
do in order to accomplish the goal of reducing virtually all of the waste produced at large scale
events.

Chapter 5. Approaches to Applications: How to make the Change

There is more to do within the entertainment space in regards to improving waste
management. With the human population growing, the ever-expanding profitable sector of
technology, and emerging awareness of mental health there will be an even larger desire to
attend sustainable entertainment events. With an increased desire to be more social and advertise
on media platforms, more people will flock toward these largescale entertainment events to join
in on the action. The goal now is to make sure that the waste that will inevitably be produced, be
handled and recycled back into our environment safely. At stadiums, arenas, and festival
grounds, it is important to have concessions and vendors who choose to abide to more
sustainable and circular waste management strategies, as a large majority of waste is associated
with food and their containers. This essentially means putting in place a set of policy standards
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and code of regulations for specific companies to be able to participate in such events. In order to
do this, there must be a combination of players involved in implementing policy at the federal,
state, and local levels of government. Local government officials must enforce the bans that
states are continually enacting, many of which have already been signed into law, in regards to
styrofoam and plastic made products, as well as implementing additional bans on harmful singleuse items. In doing this, the government will be able set laws that either push companies to seek
out more sustainable options to package their products or prohibit these companies from using
harmful materials in the first place. In hopes of being accepted to these event spaces, these
brands and companies will have to comply in order to make a profit. Not only will this positively
push companies to find alternative solutions to the plastic problems they face, but will also
generate a better image for their companies as they are actively trying to solve the single use
crisis that plagues our world today.
In order to tackle the issue of waste effectively there must be an integrated waste
management system that encompasses what is already being done and what can further be done
to eliminate and effectively manage waste. With the goal of minimizing the environmental
impact on the environment and employ all possible waste management technologies such as the
reduction, reuse, recycling, incineration, and the long used tactic of landfills. 86 What exactly is
an integrated waste management system and what would that look like? This system would
follow the life cycle of consumer products from cradle to grave, so that the product does not have
to have a single life, but multiple lives maximizing the use of the resources.87 This process
would include four different forms in which applications would be applied to effectively
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breakdown and manage certain waste products. The first application is source reduction,
reducing the amount of waste that is created from conception. Reuse is the manner in which a
product can be used again in contrast to discarding the item it applies to refurbishment, repairs,
and refilling.88 Recycling is when waste materials can be converted into a new usable form, an
example would be recycling paper, bottles, metal, and much more.89 The use of incineration is
the process that destroys waste through burning the materials into an ash like matter which
decreases the volume, but creates air pollution and releases chemicals into the air.90 Treatment is
a way that wastes can be chemically or physically treated prior to disposal to improve their
properties, by removing the toxicity of waste and make disposal easier and more leach-resistant
before entering a landfill. Lastly, landfills are designated areas for the remnants of waste even
after the other strategies have been applied. While landfills are not the most efficient and
effective forms of waste management, they can be exhumed and a large majority of their
contents can be recycled and or incinerated for energy. 91
There are many private organizations in the waste management sector that are working
toward handling the waste crisis and actively targeting single use waste items that tend to end up
in landfill. By partnering with efficient waste management companies like TerraCycle, the
entertainment world’s outlook on waste can change significantly. TerraCycle is an innovative
private recycling company that focuses on hard-to-recycle waste. It began as a small start-up in
2001 and has since grown to become a global leader in the recycling space.92 TerraCycle began
selling fertilizer in reclaimed bottles, sourced from compost.
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Figure 11: TerraCycle’s vermi-compost sold in a variety of reclaimed plastic bottles. 93

In 2007, a few years later TerraCycle began focusing more on reusing, upcycling, and
recycling waste products, shifting away from their sole focus of selling vermi-compost. By
removing items that are typically deemed “unrecyclable” and sent to the usual destination of
landfills and incinerators, TerraCycle began opening the doors for more effective and efficient
waste management.94 The company utilizes different programs to effectively cut down on the
amount of waste that is sent to landfills. One of their popular and successful programs is the use
of Zero-Waste Boxes, a pre-paid recycling box that is shipped to a specific event or location that
is going to produce waste. 95 The box is then filled with non-biodegradable, hard to recycle items,
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such as chip bags, cigarette butts, and items that are comprised of thin flexible plastics. Once the
box is filled it is then shipped back to TerraCycle using a pre-fixed label. This strategy is quite
popular at entertainment events because it is a very convenient way to reduce landfill waste and
it is one less thing to worry about when planning such events. TerraCycle has been present at
food and drink festivals such as Barilla’s South Beach Festival event, yearly conferences like
GreenBiz, and sporting arenas like the Portland trail blazers.96

Figure 12: A model of TerraCycle’s zero-waste box.97
TerraCycle priotizes finding local recycling solutions for items that can be taken care of
through municipal programs. By finding and establishing relationships with local programs they
are able to work with an event space or venue in keeping the cost of these zero-waste boxes
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down, as prices vary in relation to size. A medium box, which is about 40 inches tall, costs about
$150. While this price may deter many organizations from wanting to partner with TerraCycle,
they may change their mind when they recognize how much the boxes can hold when only nonrecyclable items are being collected. In doing this, TerraCycle is moving waste from a linear
system to a more circular one, mimicking the systems within the natural world. In nature,
nothing is considered as waste or trash, because it feeds back into the system. TerraCycle sees
this and wants to recreate this idea of zero-waste, working as an industrial ecology. In moving
toward a circular system, it leads to a more a circular economy. By hiring or partnering with
companies like this, the vision of minimizing waste on a large scale can be addressed properly,
efficiently, and effectively. Joining a company like this, large-scale entertainment events can
work toward managing the waste that they produce and minimize the massive amounts of waste
items that are sent to landfills.
TerraCycle has recently released their newest approach to dealing with the waste crisis
through the 2019 LOOP program. LOOP is essentially a method of “bringing back the
milkman,” getting different brands to sign on to using reusable containers that consumers can
return to the company when they are finished, to be cleaned and used again. This program is
starting out based in the home, with a focus on expanding into office spaces and maybe even the
event sphere one day. Brands that have already signed on to partner with TerraCycle in this
innovative endeavor include Hagaen Dazs icecream, Pantene care products, Cascade, Crest, as
well as a few others. Since this is a new program that is just starting to hit the market, it may take
some time before TerraCycle decides to venture out into the entertainment world and event space
sector.98 Although it wouldn’t be an immediate application, it is possible that future vendors at
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such events will be able to on-board to such a program and eliminate the single-use waste that is
present at these events.
Another organization that works to decrease and better manage waste at events,
specifically music events, is A Greener Festival. This organization makes rules and regulations
for festivals, with a heavy focus on how they can integrate sustainable practices. A Greener
Festival holds the “Green Events and Innovations Conference” that look specifically at
sustainability in the event space.99 This is a global and international perspective on festival
management. In working with an organization like this, festivals abide by a set of codes and
policy standards in order to minimize the footprint that these events always have on the
environment.
As mentioned in an earlier chapter, Rush 2 Recycle is a program that works within the
waste management space and has been used at multiple large scale sporting events. Specifically
for Super Bowl LII, Rush 2 Recycle was responsible for making sure almost all waste was
recycled, reused or recovered. Rush 2 Recycle was able to recover 63 of the 69 tons of super
bowl waste through recycling, donations, reusing 62%, and composting 29%.100 While this is a
promising start, the NFL (as well as other areas within the entertainment world) has a lot more to
do in order to accomplish the goal of reducing virtually all of the waste produced at large scale
events. Programs like this will help entertainment events focus on waste management without
taking away from the event, simply because it is the top priority of the organization to focus on
this issue alone.
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Clean Vibes is an organization that is dedicated to responsible on-site waste management
of outdoor festivals and events.101 Their goals include educating and inspiring new generations of
“responsible stewards,” that actively work toward diverting waste from landfills by increasing
the amount of material that is recycled and composted.102 In doing this, Clean Vibes hopes to
reduce the ecological footprint of outdoor festivals and entertainment events. By working closely
with event production staff, Clean Vibes is able to determine the waste management needs of the
events.103 Like TerraCycle, Clean Vibes works with local waste management haulers in order to
provide effective clean up from start to finish. This organization is also able to provide
sustainable consultation and resource coordination in order to help make event spaces and
venues transform or become more green. Some of the popular events that Clean Vibes has
established a presence at are the Tough Mudder outdoor competition in Los Angeles, Bonnaroo
Music and Arts Festival in Tennessee, and Governors Ball in New York City. Combining the
results from all of these specific events, Clean Vibes has recycled and recovered over 652,714
pounds of waste and diverted 65% of waste from landfill by weight. 104

“Clean Vibes, LLC - Waste Diversion, Recycling, and Cleanup Services for Festivals and Events,” Clean Vibes,
Accessed May 10, 2019, https://www.cleanvibes.com/index.cfm/cv-news/65-diversion-at-gov-ball/.
102
Ibid, 86.
103
“Clean Vibes, LLC - Waste Diversion, Recycling, and Cleanup Services for Festivals and Events,” Clean Vibes,
Accessed May 10, 2019, https://www.cleanvibes.com/index.cfm/cv-news/65-diversion-at-gov-ball/.
104 Ibid, 103.
101

Sottile 46

Figure 13: Clean Vibes had an established presence at Gov Ball 2016, providing detailed waste receptacles and on
site staff to aid in cleanup.105

By providing festival participants with the tools and opportunities to recycle in innovative
and creative ways, Clean Vibes has been incredibly successful in managing waste at
entertainment events of all kinds.
In the festival space, a movement called Love Your Tent came about in 2014 in response
to festival goers purchasing cheap single-use tent products to use as shelter and then carelessly
disregarding it, by leaving it behind at the event after it ends. The group came together to combat
this issue and try to raise awareness of the harms of single use purchases and products. They
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have even set up a “tent commandments,” section on their blog site that commands individuals to
be a better festival goer, in a lighthearted way. A few of the “commandments” they encourage
festival goers to adopt are:
1. Thou Shalt Love Your Tent
2. Thou Shalt always take said tent back home again
3. Thou Shalt Respect Your Tent and the area in which you pitch it making sure you
clean up after yourself
4. Thou Shalt recycle your waste throughout the weekend, taking it to the relevant
recycling facilities. 106
These guidelines help spread awareness and educate those who choose to attend entertainment
events to act responsibly and be accountable for the property that they bring into the space.
Working with companies, organizations, and programs like these will help end the
perpetuating cycle of careless waste at these large-scale entertainment events. It helps create
awareness about issues that many people deem out of sight out of mind. Society cannot continue
to live in the age of convenience and careless desire.

Chapter 6: The Circular Conclusion

As a whole, the waste crisis is a serious issue and inefficient management of hazardous
material has plagued society by harming and placing human health and well-being at risk. With a
population that is ever-expanding, it is correct to assert that the waste crisis will become a greater
issue as more resources will be consumed and more waste produced. In chapter two, the way that
waste is viewed is crucial to seeing how to properly manage it, not viewing it in a light that
expresses its lack of use in society, but rather how it can be used to humanity’s advantage. This
new vision of how we view waste as a resource is displayed throughout the various innovative
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companies examined in chapter 5. TerraCycle and Clean Vibes are two organizations that see the
endless possibilities when it comes to waste management, instead of seeing waste as a burden
that needs to be moved out of sight, or thrown “away.” The Zero-Waste movement described in
chapter 4 is an additional method of pushing the needle, working to positively propel society and
industries to move toward a waste free world. While this will be a difficult challenge, it is not
impossible as there are examples of many cities throughout the world shifting toward a wasteless society. It will take time and a great deal of effort, but if all organizations work toward
incorporating sustainability into their management systems, then it will be a possible application
for future generations to come.
Waste management policy is ever-changing. It has been transforming since its
implementation and as humanity edges further into the 21 st century, new updates in this area
continue to surface and radically change the way the world views waste. My approach to solving
the issue of waste within the entertainment industry, focusing on festivals and sporting arenas, is
to efficiently implement a new modern management system that aids in the elimination of waste
and enhances experience. My policy recommendations would be a system that mimics nature and
employs a variety of strategies, many of which have been cited in previous chapters and sourced
from assessing environmental companies and organizations within the waste management space.
As discussed in chapter 1, single use plastics are a main contributor to large-scale
entertainment waste and they are one of the infinite reasons as to why our ecosystems are
suffering. Instead of focusing on venues and event spaces handing out single use items like the
issue described in chapter 1, there should be an introduction of reusable items into these spaces.
The model of LOOP by TerraCycle presented in chapter 5 is largely based in the home, but it
does have potential to expand into the public sphere. This would not only reduce the amount of
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money spent on these single use items and the waste that they produce, but also create new jobs
for people within the local community to tend to cleaning and taking care of the supply of
reusable utensils/containers. This is creating a more industrial ecology as event spaces and
venues would be taking responsibility for what they are using and providing for spectators. As
stated in chapter one the experience of those who attend such events will be enhanced because it
will display how committed the venue is to sustainability as well as being able to use products
that are more durable and sturdy, not having to worry about leaks from cheap paper cups, or tiny
holes in straws making it impossible to enjoy one’s beverage. Venues and event spaces can also
encourage participants to B.Y.O. (bring your own). This is another strategy that event spaces
should adopt as it is almost a norm within the sustainable food and zero-waste movements. With
a growing population surpassing 7 billion people and a planet that has a finite amount of
resources, humanity must be looking at the waste crisis in a serious manner and putting it at the
forefront of concern.
The Waste Crisis is a public health and environmental issue that affects all life, not just
humanity, the main species contributing to such chaotic events. It is necessary to protect and
preserve the environment, making sure human actions do not negatively intervene with the
natural life cycle for a multitude of reasons, one of which being enhanced by today’s media use
of photography—aesthetical value it provides. Festivals can have a large impact on the aesthetics
of an area of land as it is known to cause a devastating impact on fields and neighboring
waterways. With the current generation’s growing addiction to social media and online
entertainment mediums, photography has been highlighted as a way to show people from all
around the globe what an event may look like and providing a glance into how much enjoyment
it may provide. It is common sense that a festival goer would rather take a picture in front of a
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beautiful lush green field, not one that is covered with disregarded trash and patches of mud. By
using social media to the entertainment industry’s advantage, venues and outdoor spaces can
create phrases and hashtags to remind attendees to be responsible and to clean up after yourself,
respecting the earth. This serves as a way to educate those who may not be aware of how much
waste tends to be produced at such events and remind those who are knowledgeable in such
areas.
By employing these tactics and working with companies, organizations, and programs
that have sustainable and effective waste management goals in place, it is possible to create a
new way of experiencing entertainment. Individuals will still be able to enjoy music, sports, and
competitions of endurance and strength, just with a more mindful attitude of personal actions and
choices. Outdoor venues will continue to be set with a space surrounded by lush trees and native
plants, and clean air. Arenas and sporting events will be able to transition to reusable items that
can double as souvenir and collectables to families and friends. It is possible and inevitable to
make sustainability second nature and even more convenient than using single use items. We just
need to start caring about our choices and realizing the larger picture when making these choices
for ourselves. No longer can we turn a blind eye to these issues, especially when our social world
is ever-expanding and our planet is suffering because of it. Happiness should not come at a cost
to the environment. Let us turn toward a future that allows individuals to attend a festival, World
Series, and Olympic event, leaving behind only memories, that will decompose into the earth
making the world a better place to live.
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Cover Page Image, Sea of Trash. Google Images.
Figure 1: UN World Population.
“Can the World Feed 7 Billion People?” Dochasnetwork's Blog, October 15, 2013.
<https://dochasnetwork.wordpress.com/2011/10/31/can-the-world-feed-7-billion-people/.>

Figure 2: Plato and Socrates in public forum.
“Plato's Allegory of the Cave.” Gnosis Western Australia, February 28, 2016.
<http://www.gnosisperth.com/2015/08/31/platos-allegory-of-the-cave/.>

Figure 3: Artist’s depiction of a public spectacle executing a Christian.
“Ancient Romans Flooded the Colosseum for Mock Naval Battles.” The Vintage News, June 14,
2017. <https://www.thevintagenews.com/2017/05/11/ancient-romans-flooded-the-colosseumfor-mock-naval-battles/.>

Figure 4: Abandoned Olympic Village. Kelsey Campbell-Dollaghan, “Just Six Months After the
Olympics,” Gizmodo, Aug 25, 2014.

Figure5: Abandoned Street in Olympic Village. Kelsey Campbell-Dollaghan, “Just Six Months
After the Olympics,” Gizmodo, Aug 25, 2014.

Figure 6: London Sustainability Slide increases Tourism and Art lovers. Amie Tsang, “In
London, Olympic Park’s Legacy is Sustainability,” New York Times, Oct. 9, 2018.
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Figure 7: The Lysgardbakkene Ski Jumping Arena from the 1994 Winter Olympics in
Lillehammer. Megan Barber, “6 Olympic Venues with the Best Afterlives,” Curbed, February
22, 2018. <https://www.curbed.com/2018/2/22/17036724/olympic-venues-still-in-usevancouver-salt-lake-sydney-atlanta>

Figure 8: Beachfront created for the 1992 Summer Olympic games in Barcelona.
Megan Barber, “6 Olympic Venues with the Best Afterlives,” Curbed, February 22, 2018.
<https://www.curbed.com/2018/2/22/17036724/olympic-venues-still-in-use-vancouver-salt-lakesydney-atlanta>

Figure 9: Kids playing in Atlanta’s Centennial Park in the summer.
Megan Barber, “6 Olympic Venues with the Best Afterlives,” Curbed, February 22, 2018.
<https://www.curbed.com/2018/2/22/17036724/olympic-venues-still-in-use-vancouver-salt-lakesydney-atlanta>

Figure 10: The 2008 Beijing Olympic Games Bird’s Nest Stadium.
“Architectural Influence.” Beijing National Stadium, October 6, 2010.
<https://beijingbirdsnest.wordpress.com/architecture/architechural-influence/.>

Figure 11: TerraCycle’s vermi-compost sold in a variety of reclaimed plastic bottles.
TerraCycle. “About TerraCycle.” Learn about TerraCycle. Last modified 2019.
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Figure 12: A model of TerraCycle’s zero-waste box.
TerraCycle. “About TerraCycle.” Learn about TerraCycle. Last modified 2019.

Figure 13: Clean Vibes had an established presence at Gov Ball 2016.
Clean Vibes. “Clean Vibes, LLC - Waste Diversion, Recycling, and Cleanup Services for
Festivals and Events.” Clean Vibes. Accessed May 10, 2019.
<https://www.cleanvibes.com/index.cfm/cv-news/65-diversion-at-gov-ball/.>
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